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Created by Kentaro Miura, Berserk is manga mayhem to the extreme - violent, horrifying, and
mercilessly funny - and the wellspring for the internationally popular anime series. Not for the
squeamish or the easily offended, Berserk asks for no quarter - and offers none!His name is
Guts, the Black Swordsman, a feared warrior spoken of only in whispers. Bearer of a gigantic
sword, an iron hand, and the scars of countless battles and tortures, his flesh is also indelibly
marked with The Brand, an unholy symbol that draws the forces of darkness to him and dooms
him as their sacrifice. But Guts won't take his fate lying down; he'll cut a crimson swath of
carnage through the ranks of the damned - and anyone else foolish enough to oppose him!
Accompanied by Puck the Elf, more an annoyance than a companion, Guts relentlessly follows a
dark, bloodstained path that leads only to death...or vengeance.

From Publishers WeeklyThis ultraviolent fantasy manga is the first in a series about a cursed
lone wanderer with a tragic fate and a cast of bio-horror demons. Deserving its name, Berserk
offers a montage of merciless violence and thrilling action sequences in a blend of pure fantasy
and graphic horror. Set in a netherworld of a science fiction Dark Age, the story's antihero is the
appropriately named Guts (he's shameless, relentless and all strength). Guts is on a quest to
avenge a flesh-eating demon ruler and lift his demon curse. Guts carries the sign of the curse on
his neckâ€"a mysterious brand that attracts evil demons, spirits and the undead. Armed with a
massive sword and metal cannonball-shooting prosthetic arm, he maneuvers through a cast of
oddities: a pus and blood fetus monster, a giant cobra and an Aliens-like biomechanical
monster. They all plague him in nightmares and waking life. Anyone who interacts with Guts is
doomed, too, as either his victim or the incidental sufferer of his demon adversaries, and he
winds up leaving a trail of carnage in every direction. Guts's unlikely companion, Puck, is an
androgynous, winged elf who possesses magic healing powers, and while Guts scoffs at the
sprite, Puck proves to be an invaluable buddy. Published in Japan in 1989, this work has a style
characteristic of other 1980s manga, with sparse dialogue, spectacular action sequences and
gritty character art. The pencil shading and use of shadows lend an ominous tone, and the
frenetic and intense pace make Berserk a strong addition to the fantasy-horror manga
genre.Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights
reserved. --This text refers to the paperback edition.About the AuthorWhile attending college at
Nihon University, in 1988, Kentaro Miura debuted a 48-page manga known as Berserk
Prototype, an introduction to the current Berserk fantasy world. It went on to win Miura a prize
from the Comi Manga School. In 1989, after receiving a doctorate degree, Kentarou started a
project titled King of Wolves based on a script by Buronson, writer of Hokuto no Ken (Fist Of The
North Star).In 1990, the first volume Berserk was released with a relatively limited success.



Miura again collaborated with Buronson on manga entitled Japan. Miura's fame grew after
Berserk began "The Golden Age" story arc and the huge success of this masterpiece made of
him one of the most prominent contemporary manga artists.In 1997, Miura supervised the
production of 25 anime episodes of Berserk that aired in the same year on NTV.The series has
also spawned a whole host of merchandise, both official and fan made, ranging from statues
and action figures, to key rings, video games, and a trading card game. In 2002, Kentaro Miura
received the second place in the Tezuka Osamu (Astro Boy) Cultural Prize of Excellence for
Berserk. The author lives in Tokyo, Japan. --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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Kattriella, “A Great Series, But Dont Overpay For It!. I've been hearing about Berserk more or
less since I really got into manga, but it was only recently that I truly decided to look into it. I had
heard that it was violent and bloody, but I never thought much of it, believing it would be
something along the lines of Rurouni Kenshin or You You Hakusho. I could not have been farther
from the truth. And I could not be happier about it. Berserk is truly the single most violent and
gory manga I have ever come across, but the story is intriguing enough to keep me
engaged.The story itself follows a man named Guts. Yes, Guts, like intestines. It's actually quite
fitting considering how many times *SPOILER* he slices someone in half. Guts is a main
character I feel we don't see enough of in manga: an antihero. He's not the virtuous knight in
shining armor. He's rude, he's crude, he's violent, and more often than not he comes off as a
psychopathic jerk. But for some reason, I still enjoy his character. Most of the time it seems he's
fueled solely by anger and revenge, but that's what makes the few short moments when he
seems to truly care all the more special. We don't see any of Guts past explained in this volume,
but we get hints that he's been through something horrible. It's enough to keep you coming back
for more.Now as for the artwork, I must admit I was a bit taken aback for a moment. Most of my
life, I've dealt with much lighter artwork and stories. However, within a few pages, I began to fall
in love with the artwork of Berserk. The shading is very heavy on most pages, something that
usually doesn't go over so well in manga. Heavy shading can quickly make things blur together
and disappear so that you have no idea what's going on the page, but not in this case. Kentaro
Miura somehow manages to heavily shade nearly every panel and somehow build in incredible
amount of depth with his images, and without making the panels look too busy.Now I'm going to
talk about the one thing that seems to turn most people away from Berserk (besides the gore).
The pricetag. Many of the volumes went out ofnprint in the last couple of years, and scalpers are
ready to take advantage of the hardcore fans. Check the prices of certain volumes, and you're
looking at a price of $50-$2000. Yes, you readnthat right. I've seen a copy of an out of print
volume listed in "fair to poor condition" for $2000. Do NOT pay over $20 for these books. Dark
Horse, the English publisher of Berserk, is aware of the scarcity and the pricejacking. They are
currently reprinting the series in order of scarcity. I myself am an impatient little narwhal, but I'm
also a frugal one. I overpaid for two of the volumes before doing any major research to see if
there would be a reprinting. I don't plan to make that mistake again. My lessons to you today, my
darlings, is to just be patient. Dark Horse is working toward fixing the scarcity issues. Only buy
the volumes when the price is right.Now, my word of warning to all of you who are new to this
series: Nothing can really prepare you for this series. It's violent, and bloody, it's downright
disgusting at times. There is sex, and nudity, and even rape. There are demons and monsters so
horribly ugly that you've never seen the like, even in your worst nightmares. I've read manga like
Attack on Titan. It pales in comparison, in my humble opinion. This series is hellish in all the right
ways, and it's got this gal hooked. I love everything about it so far, and I plan to stay with it for the



long haul.”

Andrew Jonathan Baer, “Buy To Suppport Author, Not to Read From.. This review is about the
Kindle edition itself - Berserk is Berserk - you know it's in the running for the greatest manga of
all time and a masterwork of literature.BLUF: If you really want to read the manga, go to a
website or get a manga downloader. However, this is a great way to show support for the artist if
you don't want to buy the physical copies whether due to cost or because it takes up too much
space.The fidelity of scans is very good and about the same as the best scanlation sites. I
haven't seen any errors in terms of scan-in. However, due to Kindle software limitations, I would
consider this to be inferior to a manga. The most important reason is the Kindle doesn't allow
you to view two-page spreads. Some of Miura's best artwork is when he combines two pages
for one image and the Kindle only lets you view a page at a time. Further, you can't zoom in or
out like you would for a website. On the plus side, you have the advantage of a lower price, no
shipping, and no space required for the physical book.”

D, “Peerless. This manga is unrivaled. Kentaro Miura could have written The Tao of Dark
Fantasy, and in essence, that's just what this series is.It inspired me to take a whole new path in
life, in the hope of sharing in the same electrifying energies that make this series so
encapsulating.It's not just a manga. It's a deeply fleshed out world. It's got Pantheons of Good
and Evil, and Eldritch abominations. It's got fully sympathetic character motivations and twisting
and writhing arcs that make you question the line between Good and Evil.The amount of
references that pay homage to this series is staggering, and if you want a reason to read this
series, Kentaro's passing should suffice.You won't be sorry. Now that I'm done, I have to find
something that grips me the way this story did.”

ZaWarudo, “Recommended for dark fantasy fans. Recommended for dark fantasy fans, dark
soul fans, and individuals who enjoy a story with complex characters.Not Recommended for
children unless you really want nightmares when you go to bed every night, not for the light-
hearted, and definitely not for the light-hearted seriously.Overall Berserk's main plot device is
simple, but what makes the Berserk go above and beyond the simple plot device is the character
building. Characters will tug at your emotions, they will grow on you, you will begin to care about
them, and you will want to see how the curtain closes for each person.”

Sean Gard, “"Like a bonfire of dreams.". After watching – more times than I should have – ‘97
anime, films, 2016 anime (not recommended), Berserk and the Band of the Hawk video game,
and finally, new volume releases since 2013; the berserk hype had finally overcome me – I could
no longer sit on the fence with the manga.Being a berserk fan for years, I had peeped over now
and then on the manga online, but never fully planned to buy it; especially since I had no job and
buying volume after volume would seriously begin stacking the price into triple digits (to which I



have done, but with no regrets).Finally landing myself a job, and hearing and seeing on
numerous occasions of the manga going out of stock, I finally had to act. Although as of writing
this, I currently lack volumes 7, 18, 33 (1-2 month dispatch time), 34, 35, and 36; I have got a
majority of the volumes including the latest volume, 38, and patiently await Dark Horse’s print of
volume 39, and for Kentarou to hopefully start pulling out of hiatuses and returning to form with
regular and consistent releases.[2022 UPDATE: Got all the manga as you could imagine, but as
for Kentarou’s progress on the manga, well…. That may be best left for Vol. 41.]Anyways,
enough backstory: is this volume good you wonder? Is berserk worth a read? Should I just watch
the adaptions instead? Well; yes, yes and… sort of yes. I can’t give an overall manga
recommendation as I need volume 7 to progress, however, this volume alone was a good read
and I absolutely love berserk. The adaptions from ’97 to ’13 are what I’d recommend, but the
original source material will be your ultimate experience.[2022 UPDATE 2: Yes, of course, I’ve
hammered the manga too, all the way up to Volume 40, and it was amazing. Only real setbacks
are Dark Horses dodgy prints that can come with some volumes.]Volumes 1-3 cover the Black
Swordsman arc, the current events of our struggling protagonist/anti-hero in Kentarou’s early
stages of story-telling, with the ending of the third volume tossing us back into our main
character’s past: Guts. These three volumes are unsurprisingly dark, sprinkled with occasional
humour, splattered with blood and guts, and oozes with deep character development and world
building.[2022 UPDATE 3: As I’ve returned to polish up this review, I’ve noticed a new and
upcoming review doing well for itself. I shall not mention the review specifically, but I will
acknowledge it by saying how much I strongly disagree with almost to all of its arguments;
lambasting the author as an immature teen and going as far as to label our main man Guts as a
‘Mary Sue’. Of course, each to their own is entitled to their opinion, and I could go full essay on
why that individual couldn’t be more wrong; and if they’re reading this by any chance, then I
wholeheartedly encourage them to give this manga another go – for berserk evolves in its telling
throughout the arcs and the latest arc (Fantasia) is almost a completely different beast from the
Black Swordsman. I’m sure Miura would greatly appreciate this!][Note: the adaptions barely
cover this arc, and instead predominantly cover the golden age arc. So there’s plenty of fresh
territory to step into here if you’ve already seen the adaptions]The panels are amazingly drawn,
the characters are well constructed, balance between action, serenity, and humour (amongst
other themes) are well struck to form a solid bedrock; the core of what makes Berserk so
interesting and not just some slasher-thriller with more blood than Guts could shake his sword
at.I look forward to the day I get my hands on the missing volumes, even more the day that
hopefully comes where Berserk is completed, but so far, these first six volumes were great reads
with so much going on; with themes of camaraderie, humanity, good and evil, deceptive
perceptions, causality, etc. The Mediaeval universe of Berserk does not disappoint, and if you
are reading this at the time it’s been posted, and are still undecided, then best act quickly. Dark
Horse should reprint more volumes from November to December, to which you’ll want to
capitalize on and be quick before they sell out; and remember, Berserk is niche, and as a result,



Dark Horse don’t print vast quantities of copies, thus the frequent emptying of stock.[2022
UPDATE 4: Berserk has picked up in popularity in recent years, so the English publish, I believe,
has improved their production]Kentarou is amazing, Berserk is a brilliant, Susumu’s music is
fantastic, and I greatly look forward to berserk’s volumes that are yet to come, and the note that it
will end on!P.S. Berserk is quite violently graphic. It immediately starts with nudity and contains
strong language amongst everything else; so it’s not for the young or faint of heart. And finally,
Volume 39 [Now on Vol. 40 as of editing this] should be releasing hopefully mid-next year,
assuming you get that far.I’d also like to quickly add that Dark Horse isn’t exactly number one
when it comes to handling this series. Contrast issues, translation errors, inconsistent releases
after Japanese releases, incorrect bios (See volume 38 about this), new different spine prints
(only problematic for those whom had volumes for many years), and some text, as well as
panels being slightly printed off the page.[NOTE: One volume in particular, had some splodges
of ink that seemed to have splashed/dripped over the panels, in which I reordered a new volume
to remedy that]Besides this, the volumes arrived in rather very good condition and were
enjoyable to read, and you haven’t got to be an anime or manga fan to get into this. Many others
such as myself hadn’t read a manga until Berserk, and I don’t plan on reading any others any
time soon.Apologies for the essayAnd don’t forget to listen to Susumu Hirasawa!”

YuGiOh Collector!, “Anime, then Manga.. Bought the Anime shortly before reading the first
volume of the Manga, the first episode of the 1997 Anime is suppose to accomplish the same
things as the first 3 volumes of the Manga (Setting up our main character Guts as the black
swordsman, the man he is after the events of the golden arc, truly the darkest time of his life) I
enjoyed the first episode of the Anime in my first watch, though I had already seen the movies
and had full context to why Guts is the way he is post golden age. Although after reading the first
Volume of the manga the episode falls short is so very many meaningful and impactful ways.
This being said I'd reccomend watching the anime before reading the manga as you may not be
able to enjoy the anime as much after reading the manga. Though I am currently only upto
Volume 9 of the manga I am watching the anime slightly ahead of the Manga and am very much
enjoying my experience.”

renatocuoricelli, “A proper edition for a masterpiece of manga literature. Despite of talking about
the plot, that we all manga readers read several times and know already very well, I would like to
write a couple of lines about the edition itself. The book is really curated and feels very sturdy in
hands. I own several versions of the Italian edition, and it's really lousy and amateurish
compared to the English one. Being a lover of this saga, I feel the urge to have a proper edition
on my bookshelf, and since the story is far to be completed by Miura, I think that the English
edition is good enough to be the one I want to show off (instead of the lousy Italian ones). If the
price of each book was 2-3£ cheaper, this edition would have been perfect. Suggested buy for
each adult manga reader.”



BC, “Greatest piece of work ever made!. "HIS NAME IS ASS-KICKER, THE BLACK
SWORDSMAN" There really isn't much need for me to put another long winded review here
talking about how great berserk is because it is and it speaks for itself. The 56 souls before me
here should be enough to confirm that so ill try and make this as short as possible! To
summarize, i don't really have much interest in manga but this is by far the one exception.
Kentaro Miura is a genius, Berserk is a work of art and most importantly of all, Guts is the
greatest fictional protagonist ever conceived! He literally, is not conceived under the best of
circumstances either but ill let you read into it for yourself to work out what i mean by that! He's
probably the archetype of the male anime, protagonist, byronic streak common to Japanese
fiction. If you have a reasonable level of intelligence and some experience of the true nature of
humanity, you won't go wrong with this, if anime and manga is your thing!”

The book by Kentaro Miura has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 3,190 people have provided feedback.
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